LUNCHEON MEETING, THURSDAY, April 16th, 2015, 11:45 am

Anchorage's water begins with a natural hydrologic cycle that produces a relatively clean
source of raw water. The cycle begins with evaporation followed by moisture returning as rain
and snow to replenish Anchorage's watersheds high in the Chugach Mountains. These
watersheds, Eklutna Lake and Ship Creek, generate 90 percent of Anchorage's public water
supply. The remainder of Anchorage's daily water supply is drawn from underground aquifers.
Up to 50 million gallons of treated water can be stored in reservoirs throughout the
distribution system. Join us in a tour of the Ship Creek Water Treatment Facility that was
built in 1962 and updated in 1985.
Ship Creek Water Treatment Facility performs conventional surface water treatment. This
reduces turbidity, removes contaminants and reduces the risk of pathogenic contamination.
This is a multi-stage treatment process:

1.

3.

Eklutna Lake and Ship Creek raw water enters the treatment plant. A coagulant is added to the water to cause dirt and floating particles in
the water to bind together. This is called floe.
The water and floe enter sedimentation basins where the floe is separated from the water, sinks to the bottom and is removed. The water,
much clearer now, flows into the next treatment stage, filtration.
The water is filtered through several layers of anthracite coal, sand, and gravel to remove any remaining impurities prior to final disinfection.

4.

Chlorine is added to disinfect; and fluoride is added to help prevent tooth decay before the water is distributed to AWWU customers.

2.

Directions to the Facility

(It’s up the hill behind the ML&P power plant near the Glenn Highway). Turn east off Muldoon
Road onto Boundary Avenue. Make left onto Centennial Park Road which becomes Star View Drive. Turn right into the Centennial
Park entrance, then left onto Bald Eagle Drive (gravel). Go up the steep hill turning right onto Star View Drive again at the
intersection and into the AWWU facility. Park on the south side of the building in the visitors, parking lot. You will have to ring a
buzzer or call 338-3870 for the gate to open.

Please, RSVP: to Marc at 646-9661 or e-mail him at: mfrutiger@rmconsult.com as soon as possible
so the lunches can be ordered & the room set up to accommodate everyone.

Lunch is $15, cash, check or credit card accepted at the door
All APWA meetings are open to the public and everyone is welcome.

